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"KNOW that the ſhorter a Diſ- 
courſe is, provided it be plain 
and rational, the more acceptable 

1 it is to you. As to the Rea ſonable- 
j neſs of what I now offer, you alone can 

Judge for yourſelf: But I will endea- 
vour not to be tedious. Let us firſt ſee 
how far we are already agreed in our 
Opinions. 

Firſt, we both are fully perſuaded, 
that God is an eternal Mind or Spirit, 
infinite in Knowledge, Wiſdom, Power, 
and every other Perfection: That he 
| | A 2 created 
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created the Univerſe, and governs and 
conducts it in the moſt wiſe Manner; 
altho* our ſhallow Underſtanding is not 
able, in many Caſes, to aſſign the Rea- 
ſons of his particular Diſpenſations; 
and that he is our ſupreme Lord, to 
whoſe Will we are all bound to ſub- 
mit, and give Obedience, as far as we 
can any way come to the Knowledge of 
it. 
Secondly, We are agreed that the 
Will of God, as far as we are concerned 
to know it, is fully contained in that 
Religion which was taught to the World 
by Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, who 
firſt appeared publickly, in the Land 
of Judea or Iſrael, in and ſoon after the 
Reign of Tiberius the Roman Emperor. 
Before that Time, the People of Mael, 
and a few Proſelytes who adhered to 
them, hada written Law given by God 
for their Direction: But all the other 
Nations of the World had no other di- 
vine Law to direct them, ſave only 
what was made known to them by their 
own Reaſon. 

Thirdly, We are agreed that the 
New-Tefament (as we call it) was writ- 
ten or approved of, by che che 
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Chriſt, and ſoon diſperſed abroad, 
through many Parts of the World, a- 
mong thoſe who embraced the Chri- 
ſtian Religion; amongſt whom it ſoon 
after became very publick, and was ge- 
nerally read and ſtudied: And that this 
Book contains a true (tho? you will not 
allow it to be a full) Account of the 
Chriſtian Religion, 

Fourthly, We are agreed that the 
Old Teſtament (as we term it) was alſo 
left with the Chriſtian Church, as a 
Book of Divine Authority, and was ge- 
nerally-read and ſtudied by Chriſtians. 
You indeed maintain that thoſe Writ- 
ings, which we call Apocryphatl, are a 
part of the 'O/d:Teſtament, and of like 
Authority with the reſt of it: About 
which, tho* I differ in Opinion from 
you; yet at preſent I have no Occaſion 
to debate that Matter. For I think 
they are of good Uſe, tho' not divine- 
ly inſpired. 

. Theſe Holy Scriptures, above all other 
Books, I would perſuade you to ſtudy 
with the greateſt Attention and Dilt- 
gence, Let us firſt conſider the Ob- 
jections which you make againſt it. I 
ſhall put them all together that they 
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may appear in their full Force. 

Lou do not underſtand the origi- 
„ nal Languages, in which the Holy 
« Scriptures were written, It is allow- 
«« ed, on all Hands, that in them there 
are many obſcure and dark Paſſages; 


whereby you fear you may be drawn 
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©« into Errors or Hereſies, to the Ha- 
« zard of your eternal Salvation, It 
„ 1s the proper Buſineſs of the Clergy 
« to underſtand the Scriptures; and out 
« of them to inſtru the People com- 
« mitted to their Care and Guidance. 
„And it is much ſafer for you to rely 
« upon the Infallibility of your Church, 
« and the Care of your ſpiritual Guides, 
&« than by your own Underſtanding to 
« attempt the finding out of the true 
„ Religion, and the Articles of the 
« Chriſtian Faith; which you are bound 
« to believe, and wherein it 1s very 
* dangerous to be deceived. Nor can 
« you hope, of yourſelf, to be able to 
« to find out ſufficient Anſwers to all 
<« the ſubtle Arguments of Hereticks, 
« and therefore you think it much bet- 
<« ter not to attempt it. Neither have 
© you a Licence given you to read the 
Holy Scriptures; or if you had; to 
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* what Purpoſe would it be for you to 
« ſtudy them, ſince you are forbidden 
to form any Judgment of your own 
e upon the Senſe of them, but what 
C“ you receive from the Church?“ 

Theſe are your Allegations againſt 
your ſtudying the Holy Scriptures, Let 
us conſider them ſeverally in their Or- 
der. | 

« You are utterly unacquainted with 
«© the Hebrew, Chaldee, and Greek 
« Tongues. How then can you be ſure 
of the true Senſe of the Holy Scriptures; 
« when you can have no recourſe to 
« them in any of thoſeLanguages where- 
« in they, or any Part of them, were 
« originally written?“ 

This Objection ought not to be 
made by any Member of the Church 
of Rome, who underſtands Latin as you 
do: The Council of Trent having de- 
clared the vulgar Latin Tranſlation of 
the Holy Bible to be Authentick. 

But, waving this, it is moſt evident 
that, by the Help of. this Tranſlation, 
and of others that are extant in Langua- 
ges Which you well underſtand, you 
may as well learn the Senſe of the holy 
Scriptures, as far as it is any Way ne- 
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Kay for hon to know it, as if you un- 
derſtood the original Languages. 
Other Knowledge may be delight- 
ful, ang, in divers Reſpects, uſeſul; 
but. all that is neceſſary for you to learn, 
from the Holy Scriptures, is the right 
and ſure Way to everlaſting Salvation. 

From" a Child . thou ' haſt known the Holy 
Scriptures, which are, able to make. thee 
wiſe unto Salvation, through Eatth which 
is in Chrift Feſus, ſays St: Paul to Tima- 
thy, 2 Tim, iii. 15. Search the Scriptures 
(Why?) For in them ye think ye bave e- 
ternal Life: Says Chriſt to the People, 


of the ſame Spirit of Sed, added 0 
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Many Tranſlations and Expoſitions 
of the Holy Scriptures, have been made 
by Men of undoubted Learning, in dif- 
ferent A ges, and far diſtant Places: If 
you doubt of the Meaning of any 
Paſſige in Scripture, in which Paſſage 


| your Salvation is no way concerned, 
t 


there is no Reaſon why you ſhould 
much trouble yourſelf about it. But 
* 4 - "> & > 13 
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if you think your Salvation is any way 
intereſted in it; take a little Pains to 
compare ſeveral of theſe Tranſlations: 
together. If you find all or moſt of 
them to agree; what Doubt can remain 
with you but that this is the true Mean- 
ing of this Paſſage? But if you cannot 
thus ſatisfy yourlelf, have recourſe to 
thoſe Paſſages about which there is 
no Difference of Opinion: And enough 
of them there are in Holy Scriptur- ful- 
ly to inform you of every thing which 
God requires you either to believe or 
do: and what God does .not require 
from you, there is no Neceſſity for you 
to learn. If Chriſtians of all Sorts 
would lay aſide all Pre- foſſaſſon and re- 
ſolve to be determined by thoſe very 
many Paſſages of Holy Scripture, which 
are ſo plain that none but a preudi- 
ced Mind can miſtake them; there is 
no Tranſlation of it (which is of any 
Repute) but what might clearly and ſa- 
tisfactorily inform chem touching all 
that God has made neceſſary to their 
everlaſting Happineſs. Eternal Salva- 
tion is certainly well worth all the Labour 
we can beſtow upon it. 
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« In the HolyScriptures, you are told, 
« there are many obſcure Paſſages, 
© whereby you fear you may be drawn 
into Errors or Herefies, to the Ha- 
*« zard of your Salvation.” But will 
you take any Man's bare Word for this, 
when your Salvation is at Stake? read 
the Scriptures with Care and Attention 
(particularly the New Teſtament) read 
them with an honeſt Heart and an im- 
partial Mind, and you will ſoon be con- 
vinced that they are ſufficiently plain, 
indeed as plain as Words can be, in all 
thoſe Things which God requires from 
us in order to eternal Salvation, 
« But it is the proper Buſineſs of the 
4 Clergy to underſtand the Scriptures, 
e and out of them to inſtruct the Peo- 
<« ple.“ It is their Buſineſs, no doubt. 
But ought not you to be ſatisfied that 
the Inſtructions, which they give you 
are right? You are a Traveller, and 
you want a Guide, But will you not 
keep your Eyes open? And when you 
yourſelf may eaſily become well ac- 
quainted with the great Road ; will you 
leave it in the Power of any Guide 
(perhaps for private Ends of his-own) 
moſt palpably to miſlead you? In Cal 
| 01 
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of Law or Phyſick, you conſult Men 
whom you ſuppoſe to have good Skill 
in thoſe Profeſſions. But if common 
Senſe and Reaſon tell you that they 
miſguide you; will you not ſo much as 
inquire into the Directions which they 
give you? I pray, apply this to the 
Caſe of Religion. What has God giv- 
en you Reaſon and Underſtanding for? 
«« You think it ſafer to rely upon the 
&« Infallibility of your Church and the 
« Care. of your ſpiritual Guides, than 
e to judge for yourſelf in Matters of 
Religion. But ought you not firſt 
to be very ſure of this pretended Infalli- 
bility; in whom. it reſides; and how 
E may have infallible Recourſe to it; 
before you venture your Salvation upon 
it? How can you be ſure of theſe things, 
if you do not judge of the Arguments 
from Scripture, which are brought to 
prove them? And if you may and ought 
to judge of the Senſe of Scripture in ſuch 
an important Matter, which you make 
to be the Groundwork of your whole 
Religion z why may you not do the 
fame in thoſe Points which are not of 
ſuch great Importance ? If here you re- 
ly upon the Care of your ſpiritual 
A 6 Guides; 
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Guides? way not * Guides be in- 


fluenced by the Prejudice of Education, 
their own Intereſt, or ſome other wrong 
Motives; and thereby themſelves drawn 
into many Miſtakes? 

6c Miſtakes in Religion are dange- 
& rous.”*”* True! if they. ariſe from 
your own Fault or Negligence. - But 
when you have honeſtly and ſincerely 
done all that lics in your Power to be 
rightly informedz you cannot imagine 
that God, who 1s wiſe, good, and gra- 
cious, will be offended with you for 
any Error which you fall into, and have 
no Way to remedy. 

« You would willingly rely upon 
Men of better Underſtanding than 
your own.” But ought not your 
own Underſtanding alſo to be ſatisfied 
touching the Way to Salvation? Or for 
what better Uſe has God given it to you? 
Men of great Underſtanding differ a- 
bout Matters of Religion, or pretended 
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ly owned by Chriſtians of all Churches 
or Perſuaſions, and look'd upon to be 
neceſſary to Salvation, Theſe Doctrines 
are moſt plainly ſet forth, repeated, 
and inculcated in- the Holy Scriptures. 
Imprint theſe Truths well in your mind, 
and they will be a great Preſervative to 
you againſt all thoſe Errors which Men 
of different Sorts have adopted into 
their Religion, Ze, who is well ac- 
quainted with the Great Road, which God 
has mark*d out to Heaven, zoill not be ea- 
fily led aſtray into By-paths. 
Jou are not able to anſwer all the 
« ſubtle Arguments, which Hereticks 
« draw from Scripture to ſupport their 
% Hereſies.”* How then do you know 
that all thoſe are 7ereticks whom ſome 
Men call ſo? And if you do not know 
them to be ſuch, how can you, with 
Truth or Juſtice, give them ſuch an 
odious Character? God. has not made 
Jeu or me the Judges of. Here/icks : Let 
oe them to Rand on fall ese 
I Romo 44k 
bee make , thankful,: chat. 
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«© You have not gotten a Licence to 
& read the Holy Scriptures,” You read 
many other Books without a Licence : 
Then why not the Book which God 
himſelf has given us? If you were in a- 
ny of thoſe crater where your Church 
has eſtabliſhed the Inquiſition; you might 
fafely read lewd and immoral Books, 
provided they were free from [what you 
call] Hereſy : But if the Bible were 
found with you, and you had not a 
Licence to read it, you would be cruel- 
ly dealt with. Here (God be praiſed ) 
you are free from ſuch barbarous T y- 
ranny. God has given, to all Man- 
kind, the Air for the fuſtaining of our 
natural life: Have you Need of an 
other Licence but his to breathe it? He 
has given his Holy Word to all Men in- 
differently; with a Command to every 
Man, as he is capable, to ſtudy it (as 
I ſhall preſently ſhew you:) What 
Power then (I mean what lawful Power) 
have all the Men in the World to re- 
ſtrain you from it? 

Why ſhould you ftudy the Holy 
« Scriptures, when you are not allowed 
« to judge of the Senſe of them, but 
« as you receive it from the Church? 
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Thou ſhalt do no Murder; Thou ſhalt not 
commit Adultery, Thou ſhall not ſteal; 
ſays the Scripture. Can Words be 
plainer? And may we not form a ſure 
Judgment of the Meaning of theſe 
Paſſages, until the Church gives it 
out to us? Thouſands and Thouſands 
of Paſſages altogether as plain, there 
are throughout the Bible, which point 
out to us every thing that is neceſſary 
to our Salvation; why then may we 
not as well judge of the Senſe of them 
alſo? Yea and why, even of yourſelves, 
judge ye not what is right ® ſays Chriſt, 

Luke xii. 57. He who has Eyes, and 
will open them, needs none other to 
inform him that the Sun ſhines at 
Noonday. Many of your learned Men 
(however miſtaken in diverſe Points) 
have writ uſeful Expoſitions or Com- 
mentaries upon the Holy Scriptures and 
each Part of them. But none of theſe 
are made authentick by any publick 
Act of the Church. Is there no Uſe 
then to be made of the Labours of 
ſuch Men? Or what Uſe can we. make 
of them except we form a Judgment 
of their ſeveral Expoſitions? Which is 
rin to Judge of the Senſe of Scripture. 


If 
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If we muſt receive no Senſe of Scripiure 
but what is given to us by the Church; 
either the greateſt Part of the Bible muſt 
remain uſeleſs to us, or the Church 
muſt publiſh an authentick Expoſition 
of the whole: And why has not your 
Church (which pretends to be infallible) 
yet done this oat Service to the Chri- 
ſtian Religion? 
Perhaps you will demand. What 
«are they who. cannot read, to do? 
« Muſt hey alſo ſtudy the Scriptures? 
« Or it they may be faved by the 
Means of the Inſtructions given them 
« by their ſpiritual Paſtors; why may 
„ not you?” To this I ſhall give you 
a plain, and I hope, a ſatisfactory 
Anſwer. | 
God, who is infinitely wiſe and good, 
expects or requires nothing impoſſible, 
or (which is the ſame) unpracticable 
from any Man, But every Man, ac- 
cording to his Capacity and Ability, is 
under, the greateſt Obligation to endea- 
vour to know God's Will, and to put it 
in Practice. The only Way, where- 
by we can come to the Knowledge of 
God's Will, is by carefully attending 
to our .own Reaſon and to that Reve- 
7 lation 
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lation which he has made of himfelf; 
calling in the beſt Helps we can get to 
aſſiſt us. For better Helps, than 
Man can get, he cannot be required to 
make uſe of. An illiterate Man may 
have the Uſe of bis Reun: Nor do 
we know of any other Revelation that 
God has made of himſelf, but what is 
contained in the Holy Seripture?s which 
all Chriſtians own to be of divine Au- 
thority. A Man, Who cannot read, 
may caſily get bis good Neighbour, 
his Fellow. ſervant, it may be his Wife, 
or his Child, to read the Farr” Goſpels 
and other Parts, 5 the . which 
are eaſy to he un erſſgga, 4 
Which 155 may ne 
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Aare. taken this. Method Been 
Eno to make very g good Proficiency 
in the Knowledge of Religion. If then 
an illiterate Man, hy the pelt "Help She 
can get, attains to the Krowhahae of 
the Terms of Salvation appointed by 


God in his Holy Wurd, (which may ca- | 
fily be done even by one of à mean 
Capacity) and honeſtly ſuits his Practice 
e he has done all that Hes in 
his Power, and — all chat 
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God requires from him in order to his 
Salvation. 
But your Caſe is very different from 
that of ſuch a Man. You have many 
more Helps than he, whereby to be 
fully acquainted with the whole Law of 
God ſet forth to us in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and thereby not only to ſatisfy 
your own Conſcience, but often alſo to 
be a Means of giving the like Satiſ- 
faction to others: And it you neglect 
all this, and will give yourſelf up blind- 
fold to be guided by others, no matter 
whom, can you imagine that God will 
not call you to a ſtrict Account for ſuch 
groſs Negligence? * 
Timothy from a Child, had been brought 
up in the Anowledge of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, whereby he was made wiſe unto 
Salvation, through Faith which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus, 2 Tim. iii. 13. But thoſe 
of your Communion are, for the moſt 
part, taught that If they believe as 
« the Church believes, if they hear 
« Maſs as often as they can (tho' they 
« do not underſtand it) if they frequent- 
& ly confeſs their Sins, with Sorrow, 
& to a Prieſt, receive his Abſolution, 
c and perform the Penance which he 

| e enjoins 
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ce enjoins them, and conform their 
« Lives to the Rules of the Church, 
ein abſtaining from Fleſh-meat, ſay- 
«© ing their Beads, Sc.“ they ſhall 
certainly be ſaved, tho* they never look 
into a Bible or hear it read. Nor is it 
a Wonder that Men who from their In- 
fancy, have been bred up in this indo- 
lent Manner, ſhould ſhrink back from 
the Labour (tho? but ſmall) of gettin 
better Knowledge of Religion. This! 
take to be the true Reaſon why the 
Study of the Holy Scriptures is ſo much 
neglected by moſt of your common 
People, and by many of you who in o- 
ther Matters do not want Underſtand- 
ing. God ſays, get Wiſdom, get Under- 
ſtanding : Forget it not, Prov. iv. g. 
Add to your Virtue Knowledge, 2 Pet. i. 5. 
Grow in the Knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Feſus Chriſt, Chap. iii. 18. No, 
ſay theſe Men, we need not trouble 
ourſelves about more Knowledge. Igno- 
rance, with Credulity, is our ſafeſt 
Way to Heaven. Take care that ſuch 
Thoughts as theſe get not Poſſeſſion 
of your Mind. They will not excuſe 
you before God. 
Having thus, I hope, removed thoſe 
Objections 
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Objections which hitherto have kept 
7 back from the Study of the Holy 
criptures; I ſhall now offer a few things 
to your Conſideration, in order to 
prompt and ſtir you up to it. This 
is a very copious Subject, and, if it 
were fully handled, might well fill a 
Volume. But I have promiſed to be 
brief. 
a Before I din I muſt give you this 
oft neceſſary Caution, that whenever 
you read the Scriptures, you ſhould al- 
ways do it with a Heart and Mind du- 
ly prepared for it, or elſe you will w- 
ceive no Benefit thereby. Our bleſſ d 
Saviour, in one of his moſt divine Pa- 
rables, (Luke viii. 3. Sc.) compares 
the Wurd of God unto Seed ſown in the 
Earth by the Huſbandman. Ii you 
hear or read this Word careleſly ; it will 
be like Seed ſoton in the High-way : The 
Devil, like the Fowls of the Air, will 
ſoon take it away out of your Heart. If you 
read or hear with a faint and ſlender 
Attention; the Word, to you, will be 
likeSzed ſown on aRork, without a ſuffict- 
ent Depth of Earth. It may at firſt ſpring 
up a little, but will ſoon wither away: 
Ripoctally if: Trouble or Perſecution 
ſhould 
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ſhould ariſe becauſe of it; If yout᷑ 
Heart be poſſeſſed with the Love of this 
World, and of the Riches, Honours, 
and Pleaſures of it; ſuch Defires and 
Inclinations as theſe, prevailing with- 
in you, will choak the Word of God, and 
make it become fruitleſs, as Thorns 
ſpringing up, do the Seed that is ſown 
among them. But if you receive the 
Seed of God's Word in an honeſt and 
good Heart, you will keep it and bring 
forth Fruit with Patience, Whenever 
therefore you read the Bible, do it ſin- 
cerely with this View alone, that from 
thence you may learn how to perform 
your Duty, and thereby to pleaſe God, 
and ſecure your own Eternal Salvation. 

The Reaſon why many, who ſtudy 
the Scriptures with ſome ſort of Care, 
do not thereby become better, 1s that 
they read them with a wrong View; te 
increaſe their ſpeculative Knowledge; 
to exerciſe their critical Faculty, to 
maintain Opinions, which they perhaps 
think to be true, but are not neceſſary 
to Salvation, to maintain the Intereft 
of that Party which they have eſpouſed; 
or with whatever particular Views they 
read them, if the main deſign (of 

complete 
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complete Holineſs in order to Eternal 
Happineſs) be either wanting, or but 
faintly purſued; ſuch Men, with all 
their Study, will not, cannot be made 
good Chriſtians, whatever Knowledge 
they may ſeem to have gotten thereby, 

The principal Motive, which intro- 
duces all | the reſt, that I ſhall urge 
for your ſtudying the Holy Scriptures, 
is this, that God has laid it upon you as 
a Duty, and therefore, you may be ſure 
will one Day call you to a ſtrict Ac- 
count how you have performed it. 
Before the Days of Moſes, Mankind 
had no Inſtructions in Religion (except 
what God gave to ſome Particular 
Perſons by Revelation) but only what 
might ariſe from a due Attendance to 
their own ſober Reaſon, aſſiſted by ſuch 
Documents as Parents may well be ſup- 
poſed to give their Children, and other 

good Men, ſuch as Noab (who was 4 
„ EA of "Righteouſneſs, 2 Pet. ii. 5.) 
may alſo be ſuppoſed to have given to 
all who would . 144 to them, both 
before and after the general Deluge. 

Whether Idolatry, as well as Immo- 
rality, prevailed in the World, before 
the general Deluge, ſeems now to be 
1 a needleſs 
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a needleſs Enquiry. But, that in pro- 


ceſs of Time the Ways of Men became 
ſo generally, and almoſt univerſally 
corrupt, both by wicked Practices, and 
falſe and idolatrous Notions of God and 


Religion, as that the true Notions of 
them were in Danger of being quite ex- 


tinguiſhed in the World, is allowed by 


all. And therefore to preſerve, and in 


time to propagate true Religion a- 
mong Men, God was pleaſed, in a ve- 


ry 1 Manner to manifeſt him- 
ſelf to Abraham, and in time to make 
Choice of the Children of I/-ael (who 
were Part of Abraham's Poſterity) for 
a peculiar People, amongſt whom to 
place his Name. 

When God brought the Children of 
Jjrael out of Egypt and ſeparated them 
rom all other Nations; he gave them 
a Written Law, contained in the Books 
of Moſes, which he commanded, not 
only the Prieſts, but all the People alſo 


diligently to ſtudy and teach to their 


Children: As is moſt manifeſt from ſe- 

veral Paſſages in that Law itſelf, and 

denied by none. 

In proceſs of time, God was pleaſed 

to ſtir up the Spirits of other w_y 
en 
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Men to .commit to. Writing, Wy the! 
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After the Return of that Peo op, or or 
the greateſt Part that were left o 
from the - Babyloni/h Captivity : "All 
"theſe Writings were carefully coll 
and, through God's Providence, tran- 
Nated into Greek (a Language then ge- 
nerally known) and, in the Days when 
our Bleſſed Saviour was upon the Earth, 
Were called by the Name of the Holy 
Scriptures, and generally read by all 
Sorts ff People. Theſe are the Scri- 
Ptures which our Saviour directed the 
People to Scarch, Joh. v. 39. (and thoſe 
at erea are commented for Searching, 
Acts 17. 11.) "Theſe are Moſes. and the 
Ppbel, whom he directs Men to bear, 
Luke xvii. 29. Theſe are the Lau and 
the 7. eftimony, to which God's Prophets 
refer all the People, Iſai. viii,” 20, 
Theſe are the Scriptures, to which Chriſt 
and bis Apoſtles ſo often appeal, and 
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him wiſe unto. Salvation, 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
with much more that might be ſaid of 


them, 


About eight Years (ſome ſay, leſs 
after the Aſcenſion of Chriſt into Hea- 
ven, a large Account of his Life and 
Doctrine (which were well known where- 
ever the Goſpel had then been preached) 
was publiſhed in writing by St. Matthew 
one of his Companions and Apoſtles. 
This was very ſoon followed by a like 
Account from St. Mark, and not long 
after from St. Luke. Others alſo of 
Chriſt's, 4 19-mint and Diſciples, in their 
Writings, farther inculcated and explain- 
ed the ſame Doctrine which he in his 
Life-time, had taught. And, laſt of 
all, the Apoſtle St. John, in his Goſpel 
and three Epiſtles, added whatever 
might be thought neceſſary for the more 
full and better Underſtanding of all. the 
holy Writers who had gone before him; 
and in his Goſpe! (Chap. 20. 31.) ex- 
preſly ſays Theſe things are written (for 
what Reaſon ? That they might be lockt 
up in the Hands of a few? No! but 
that all might have recourſe to them) 
that ye might believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt 
the Son of God, and that believing ye might 
bave Life through his Name. 1 
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Men to commit to. Friting,- not onl 
"the Hiſtory of the People of bel 
but alſo many Explications and En- 
| forcements of the Law which. he had 
A 
| ene ei 
| After the Return of aue or 
| the'greateſt Part that were left of them, 
| from the - Babylom/b Captivity: All 
| theſe Writings were carefully collected, 
and, through God's Providence, tran- 
flated into Greek (a Language then ge- 
nerally known) and, in the Days when 
our Bleſſed Saviour was upon the Earth, 
Were called by the Name of the Holy 
Feriptures, and generally read by all 
Sorts &f People. Theſe are the Scri- 
. ptures which our Saviour directed the 
People to Search, Joh. v. 39. (and thoſe 
at Berea are commended for Searching, 
Acts 17. 11.) "Theſe are Moſes. and the 
' Prophets whom he directs Men to dear, 
"Luke xvii. 29. Theſe are-the Lau and 
the Teſtimony, to which God's Prophets 
refer all the People, Iſai. vin.” 20. 
Theſe are the Scriptures, to which Chriſt 
and bis Apoſtles ſo often appeal, and 
| which Timothy is commended tor knows- 
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him wiſe unto.Salvation, 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
with much more that might be ſaid of 


them, 


About eight Years (ſome ſay leſs) 
after the Aſcenſion of Chriſt into Hea- 
ven, a large Account of his Life and 
Doctrine (which were well known where- 
ever the Goſpel had then been preached) 
was publiſhed in writing by St. Matthew 
one of his Companions and Apoltles, 
This was. very ſoon followed by a like 
Account from St. Mark, and not long 
after from St. Luke, Others alſo - of 
Chriſt's, ar and Diſciples, in their 
Writings, farther inculcated and explain- 
ed the ſame Doctrine which he in his 
Life-time, had taught. And, laſt of 
all, the Apoſtle St. John, in his Goſpel 
and three Epiſtles, added whatever 
might be thought neceſſary for the more 
full and better Underſtanding of all the 
holy Writers who had gone before him; 
and in his Goſpe! (Chap. 20. 31.) ex- 
preſly ſays Theſe things are written (for 
what Reaſon ? That they might be lockt 
up in the Hands of a few? No! but 
that all might have recourſe to them) 
that ye might believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt 
the Son of God, and that believing ye might 
have Life through his Name, 
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All theſe Fritings, which were then 
publiſhed by the Apoſtles and Diſciples 
of Chriſt, were ſoon collected by the 
Chriſtian Churches, and called by the 
Name of the New Teſtament, to diſtin- 

Yuiſh it from what we call the Old 
Tamer, which before the coming of 
Chriſt, had by God been committed to 
the Church of Vael, Rom. iii. 2. And 
the Old and New Teſtament, taken to- 
gether, have long gone by the Name 
of the Holy Bible; or the Bible as we com- 
monly call it. And that this Holy. Bible 
was carefully read and ſtudied, both 
publickly and privately, by the Primi- 
tive Chriſtiahs, and diverſe Tranſlations 
of it in all Ages of the Chriſtian Church, 
carefully made and every where diſper- 
ſed, is too notorious to be denied even by 
your own molt learned Writers. And, 
laſtly, that all theſe things came to paſs 
by the ordering of God's Providence, 
without which even a Sparrow does. not 
fall on the gronnd, (Mat. 10. 29.) no 
good Chriſtian I am ſure will deny. 

Since then God has been thus care- 
ful (if I may thus ſpeak) to give us the 
Holy Scriptures, whereby to make his 
Will manifeſt to us; is it not the Duty 
of every one of us, according to our 

Ability 
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Ability and Opportunities, to have Re- 
courſe to them? He who underſtands 
the original Languages in which they 
were written, ought certainly to ſtudy 
them in thoſe Languages; and he who 
does not, or cannot read at all, ought 
to make the beſt Enquiry he can into the 
Contents of them, as far as is neceſſary 
to know what God requires from him. 
But for a man totally to lay them a- 
ſide, and to give himſelf blindly up to 
the Conduct of any Man or Men what- 
ſoever, is ſuch a Neglect and even Con- 
tempt of God as cannot be excuſed. 

It you ſtill demand what ſhall be- 
come of them, who, in many Parts of 
the World, have not ſo much as heard 
of the Holy Scriptures, or are by Force 


. withheld from reading them? it is e- 


nough to anſwer that God will judge 
no Man by a Law, of which he is total- 
ly and anavoidably ignorant. But this can 
be no Excuſe for you, who (as I have 
ſhewn) have ſufficient Ability and Op- 
portunity of fully informing yourſelf of 
God's holy Will and Law, as far as it 
is neceſſary for you to know them. 
That before and at the coming of 
Chriſt into this World, not only the 
PIO, but the People alſo were com- 
B 2 manded 
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manded to read and ſtudy the Hrittey 
Word of God, and that this Command 
was farther enforced upon them by our 
bleſſed Saviour himſelf, is denied by 
none. Since then the New 7 eſtament 
is by all Chriſtians maintained to have 
been written by the Aſſiſtance of the 
ſame Holy Spirit of God as the Old one 
was; can any one doubt but that the 
ſame Command holds good, with reſpect 
to the one as well as to the other ? 

I hope I have ſaid enough, tho' 
more might be added, to convince you 
that it is your Duty to ſtudy the Holy 
Scriptures, Nor do there want 'the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt weighty Inducements 
to make you diligent and induſtrious 
m this Study. 

All Men, who have the leaſt Senſe 
of any Religion, do univerſally agree 
in this, that the Practice of Morality, 
Virtue and Piety, is abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry in order to eternal Salvation. Some 
Rules of this Practice have been given 
by Philoſophers, from the Principles 
ot Reaſon: And the whole Practice has, 
from the Scripture, been deſcribed by 
many Chriſtian Divines. Theſe Books, 
or ſome of them, I would not have you 
8 becauſe tl ey will help you to 
underſtand 


>» > * 9 9 9 6 


GT IT. YO . AS . ww 


a. Ac A $3. = -s 4 a» & AA i. 


( 29 ] 


underſtand the Scriptures, But if you 
would know what Morality, Virtue, 
and Piety in their utmoſt Perfection 
are; read the Scriptures themſelves; read 
them with Attention and an honeſt 
Heart (without which your Reading 
will but increaſe your Condemnation) 


and you will find that the Word of God 


is quick and ene and ſharper than 
any two-edged Sword, piercing even to the 
dividing aſunder of Soul and Spirit, and 
of the Joints and Marrow, and a Diſ- 
cerner of the Thoughts and Intents of the 
Heart. Heb. iv. 12. 

In the Old Teſtament you will find 
the Rules of Morality, Virtue, and 
Piety laid down and inculcated ; and in 
the divine Diſcourſes of our Bleſſed Savi- 
our, and the reſt of the New Teſtament, 
you will again meet with them ſo ful- 
ly and clearly explained and exaited to 
their higheſt Pitch, as will fully con- 
vince you that the conſcientious Practice 
of them is the only way_for a Man to 
become qualified for the Enjoyment of 
God both here and eternally hereafter. 
In the midſt of thoſe many Contro- 
verſies about Religion, whereby the 
World has been ſo long and is ſtill di- 
vided, and even diſtracted: What a 
| B 3 ſatis- 


1 

OF e 
a = 

F 


(30 ] 
ſatisfaction will it be to you clearly to 
diſtinguiſh between the things on which 
your Salvation depends, and not only 
the contrary Errors and Herefies, which 
you ought carefully to avoid, but alſo 
other inferior Truths, of which if you 
happen to be ignorant, your Soul, will 
not be thereby endangered? And this 
you may do, to the utmoſt Conviction 
of your Mind, by diligently ſtudying 
the Holy Scriptures. | 

Many Truths there are into which, 
I grant, Men of Capacity may and 
ought ſoberly to inquire, tho? not fierce- 
ly to contend and wrangle about them. 

But thoſe Things which God requires 

| from us all, as the Condition of our 

Salvation, are ſo plainly and emphati- 

cally mark*d out to us in his Holy Word, 

as that no Man, who reads it with At- 
tention, but muſt needs take notice of 
them. And that you may the better un- 
derſtand what I mean, I ſhall quote a few 
Paſſages to you, and leave you to col- 
left others from your own Reading. 
Let us hear the Concluſion of the whole 

Matter. Fear God and keep his Com- 

mandments: For this is the whole Duty 

of Man. For God fhall bring every 
work into Judgment, with every ſecret. 
| Thing, 
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„vbetber it be Good, or whether it * 
Evil. Eccleſ. xii. 1 3,14. 

To what Purpoſe is the Multitude of your 
Sacrifices unio me? Saith the Lord. a 
ye, make ye clean; Put away the Evil of 
your doings from before mine Eyes. Ceaſe to 
do Evil, learn to do Well; ſeek Judgment, 
relieve the Oppreſſed, judge the Fatherleſis 
Plead for the Widow, Iſai. i. 11. &c. 

Wherewithal ſhall I come before the 
Lord, and bow my ſelf before the Higb 
Ged? Shall I come ee bim with Burui- 
offerings, with Calves of a year od? 
He bath ſhewed thee, O Man, what is 
good, and what doth the Lord require 
from . thee, but to do juſtly, and 10, love 
Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
Ged ? Mich. vi. 6. &c. 

Theſe and many ſuch things were ſaid 
even at that Time when the Laws of God 
which preſcribed Burni-offerings and Sa- 
crifices, and other ceremonial Obſervan- 
ces, were in force. Hear a Word or two 
from the New Teſtament, after all theſe 
things were aboliſhed and laid aſide. 

_ Thou ſhall love the Lord thy God with 
all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, 

and with all thy Strength, and with all 
thy Mind; and thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. 
—T his a and-thou ſhalt li ve. Mat. x- 
27; 28. B4 Read 


„ 
Read the fifth, ſixth, and ſeventh 

Chapters of St. Matthew's Goſpel; 

which are too long to be tranſcribed. 

In every Nation, he that feareth God 
and worketh Righteouſneſs, 1s accepted with 
bim. Acts x. 25. 

The Grace of God that bringeth Salva- 

tion, hath appeared to all Men; Tracbing 
us that denying Ungodlineſs and. worldly 
Luſts, we Gould live Soberly, Righteonſly, 
and Godly in this preſent World; looking 
for that bleſſed Hope, and the glorious ap- 
pearing of the great God, and our Savi- 
our Jeſus Chriſt: Who gave himſelf for 
1, that be \mipht redeem us from all Tni- 
guity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar 
People zealous of Good Works. Tit. ii. 
11, &c. 
Flee youthful Lufts: But follow Riehre- 
-ouſneſs, Faith, Charity, Peace, with 
them that call on the Lord out of a pure 
Heart. But fooliſh and unlearned Queſti- 
ons avoid ; knowing that they do gender 
Strifes. 2 Tim. ii. 22, 23. 

That is the Word of Faith which we 
preach, that if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy 
Mouth the Lord Feſus, and ſhalt believe 
in thine Heart that God hath raiſed him 
from the Dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. Rom. 
a, 8, 9. Always provided that = 
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Life be anſwerable to this Belief; which 
is eyer to be ſuppoſed. 

The Confideration of theſe Things, 
and how eaſy it is for every ſober Chri- 
ſtian to avoid the Briars and Thorns of 
Diſputation, and to learn the direct and 
plain Way to Heaven, if he will but 
take the Pains to walk in it: This 
Conſideration, I ſay, is ſo delightful, 
that I can hardly forbear to tranſcribe 
many more Paſſages to the ſame Pur- 
poſe, both from the Old and New Le- 
ſtament: But I hope you will take par- 
ticular Notice of them in your own: 
Reading, and make the right Uſe of 
them. 

The Study of Hiſtory is both inſtruct- 
ive and delightful to an inquiring Mind. 
BY it we are brought to the Knowledge 
of what has come to pals in former A- 
ges and diſtant Places of the World: 
And by the good and evil Examples 
which there we meet with (the former 
to be imitated, the latter to be avoid- 
ed) we learn, upon many Occaſions, 
how to conduct our own Actions in 
the beſt Manner. The Scriplure Hiſto- 
ry is the beſt atreſted to us of any that 
is extant: The Veracity of all the Ho- 
ly Writers has the Teſtimony of God 
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in all thoſe Miracles which have been 
wrought for the Confirmation of the 
Truth of what has been ſaid. The 
Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament has the 
concurrent Teſtimony of the whole Peo- 
ple of Jrael, by whom, in the ſeveral 
Ages, it was remarkably known, and 
has been all along moſt firmly believed, 
It has alſo the Teſtimony of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, by whom it was delivered 
down for Truth to the Chriſtian Church, 
The Hiſtory of the New Teſtament has 
the like Miracles to confirm it, and 
was in like Manner known and univer- 
ſally believed by all Chriſtians. So that 
either we muſt explode all Hiſtory at 
once (which no Man was ever yet ſo 
mad-as to think of) or elſe we muſt 
\ 70 the greateſt Credit to the Scripture 
itory, as having no Mixture of Fall- 
hood in it: tho* poſſibly, at this Di- 
{ſtance of Time, we may be at a Loſs 
about the Meaning of fome [leſs ma- 
terial] Paſſages in it. | 
For the better underſtanding, recol- 
lecting, and remarking of the Scripture 
Hiſtory, it will be of good ufe to read 
alſo ſome of the Abſtracts or Abridg- 
ments that have been made of it. This 
is done at the End of many of wn oe 
es, 
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bles, in an Index to the Holy Bible, there 
placed. The ſame is done by Prideaux 
in the Beginning of his Introduction to 
Hiſtory, and more briefly by Oſtervald, in 
his Abridgment of the Hiſtory of the Bible, 
prefixed to his Catethifm., and is alſo 


added to the End of a uſeful Collection 


of Texts of Scripture, reprinted in Dub- 
lin, and Entitled The Word of God the 
beſt Guide. ' 

The Scripture Hi ſtory gives us an 
Account of many Things of which be- 
ing ſo eaſy to be known, it is a Shame 
that ſuch x Man as you, or indeed that 
almoſt 'any Man who thinks at all, 
ſnould be ignorant. Take the chief | 
of them in a ſhort View. 

God, who is Eternal, by his almighty 
Power, created this Whole Univerſe, 
in a Manner becoming his Divine Ma-. 
jeſty. He /pake and it was done; He 
commanded, and it ſtood faſt. Pha). 
xxxiii. 9. 
Into Things that are beyond our 
Reach or Capacity, we have nothing to 
do to enquire any farther than God has 
thought fit to make ſome of them in 
ſome Meaſure known to us. But when 
God had created the whole Word, he 
thought fit, for ſome Ages, by his 
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Providence to govern and conduct this 
lower Part of it in a Manner which to 
us, at this time, may ſeem extraordina- 
ry; until, after the coming of Chriſt 
and the Publication of the Goſpel, he 
was pleaſed to ſettle and leave it in the 
Order —_ it has ever ſince conti- 
nued. * $344k 18 ' 
The frſt! Man and Woman, whom 
God created and joined in Marriage, 
tranſgreſſed the poſitive Command of 
their Creator: And thereby introduced 
Sin and Miſery into the World. Yet 
even then God had Pity on them, and 
promiſed that the Seed of the Woman 
ſhould bruiſe the Head of the Serpent, who 
had tempted her to Sin. Gen. iii. 15. 
By which was meant (tho* perhaps not 
till After-ages fully underſtood) that 
Jeſus Chriſt, born of a pure Virgin, 
ſhould dgtroy the Works of the Devil, 
(1 John iii. 8.) whom the ſame St. Joby 
calls that old Serpent. Rev. xii. 9. 
Even after the Fall of our firſt Pa- 
rents, the Reaſon, with which Man- 
kind continued to be endowed, was 
ſufficient, (if it had been duly attend- 
ed unto) to raiſe their. Thoughts up to 
God, and to teach them Obedience to 
all his Moral Laws; which then made 
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up the whole of their Duty, and has 
ever ſince continued to be the chief 
Part of it, So that they were without Ex- 
cuſe; becauſe that when they knew God, 
— glorified him not as God. Rom. i. 20. 
When Mankind generally became 
vain in their Imaginations, and their fools 
% Heart was darkened, ſo that they 
every where gave themſelves up to Ido- 
latry and Immorality; God was pleaſed 
by ſupernatural Revelation, to keep up 
ſome Knowledge of himſelf and his 
Laws in the World. This Revelation 
was, for ſome Ages, made only to 
ticular Perſons, and poſſibly to others 
beſide thoſe whoſe Names are recorded 
in the Holy Scriptures. At laſt he thought 
fit to make Choice of the People of 
Iſrael, as his peculiar People, to whom 
he made himſelf and his Laws known 
by Moſes and the Prophets, and wrought 
many Miracles to confirm the Truth 
of what they delivered, Thus Matters 
continued until the Return of that Peo- 
ple (or-ſuch as were left of them) from 
the Babylonihh Captivity. Soon after 
which, we have no certain Account of 
either Prophecies or Miracles among 
them, until the coming of Chriſt. The 
Written Word of God (Meſes and the 
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Prophets, Luke xvi. 29.) was the b 
Raule they had to walk by; to whi 
they added ſome vain Traditions of 
their own, but rejoczed by our Bleſſed 
Saviour. 
By the Diſperſion, firſt; of the ten 
Tribes of Iſrael, and afterwards, of thoſe 
of Judah and Benjamin, in their ſeveral 
Captivities (to which we may add the 
T ranflation of the Holy Seriptures into 
Greet) no doubt can be made but that 
ſome Knowledge of the true God was 
farther propagated. At laſt, God ſends 
his Son Jeſus Chrift into the World, ful- 
ly and finally to make known his Will 
to Mankind, as far as it is neceſſary 
for us to know it. Jeſus Chriſt wrought 
many Miracles for the Confirmation of 
his Doctrine, and made choice of A. 
toſtles and others to teach and preach 
the ſame, firſt, to the Fews, and then 
to all other Men who would hearken to 
it. After the Reſurrection of Jeſus 
Chriſt from the Dead, and his Aſcenſion 
into Heaven, theſe Apoſtles, and other 
| Diſciples, faithfully executed their Com- 
miſſion. They preached the Goſpel (fo- 
the Doctrine of Chryi/t is called) to all 
Nations, being thereunto enabled by 
the ſupernatural Knowledge of all Lan- 
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guages, and the Power of working mas 
ny Miracles. By this Goſpel the Ohli- 
gation of the Ceremonial and Judicial 
art of the Law given by Moſes was 
diſcharged, and the Moral Part of it 
confirmed and explained, and the Church 
of God laid open for every Man who 
would believe in C briſt, and hve accor-. 

ding to his Laws. 
1 New Teſtament (whereby: great 
ight is given to many Paſſages of the 
G pt plainly informs us of the Divinity 
of Chriſt, his miraculous Conception 
and Birth, his moſt holy Life, his ma- 
ny Sufferings, even to Death upon the 
Croſs, with his great Patience and Re- 
ſignation under them, his Doctrine, Mi- 
racles, Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion, his 
ſending the Holy Ghoſt upon his Apoſtles 
and others of his Diſciples, to enable 
them, by the Gift of Languages and 
that of working Miracles, to propa- 
gate the Goppel; their Labour, Courage 
and Conſtancy in teaching and preaching | 
with many particular Paſſages highly 
worth obſerving. Certainly every Chri- 
ſtian ought to uſe his beſt Endeavours 
to be welt acquainted with all theſe 
Things, which are written that we 
might believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, — 
1 
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Son f God, and that believing we might 
have Life thro' his Name. John. xx. 31. 
And, beſides all that is recorded of Fe. 
ſus Chriſt, his Apoftles and Diſciples, 
great Notice ought to be taken of the 
Hiſtory of St. John the Baptiſt, who was 
ſent before, to prepare the Way of the 
Lord. Luke iii. 4. ä 
Let us now look back for a while 
upon the Old Teſtament Hiſtory, in which 
we find many great and illuſtrious E- 
vents recorded, that may juſtly lead 
us into an Admiration of the Power 
and Providence of God, Nor is it at 
all incredible that, for ſome Ages, God 
ſhould govern a newly created World, 
or the moſt remarkable Part of it, in 
ſuch a miraculous Manner, as to us 
may ſeem very extraordinary: To us, 
I fay, who find all things now ſettled 
in the conſtant Courſe of Nature; in 
which, for ought we know, they are to 
laſt for many more Ages than hitherto- 
they have done. And therefore we 
ſhould not ſuffer our Minds to be touch- 
ed with the leaſt Degree of Incredulity 
at the Relation of ſundry Facts, in 
which it is manifeſt that God immedi- 
ately interpoſed his Power in ſuch a 
Manner as he does not now appear to 


do. 
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do. The Events, which I chiefly point 
at, are theſe. The Creation of the 
World, with the Order and Method 
of it, of which I have already ſpoken. 

The different Manner of the Crea- 
tion of Man from that of all other liv- 
ing Creatures. God gave Power to the 
Earth and the Vaters (which he had 
before created) to bring forth all other 
bodily Creatures. But Man was his 
own more immediate Work. He 
formed Man of the Duſt of ibe Ground, 
and breathed into his Noſtrils the Breath 
of Life ; and Man became a living Soul. 
Gen. ji. 7. And accordingly, whereas 
the ſenſitive Souls of all Brutes, which 
they derive from thoſe Elements, out 
of which they are by the Power 'of 
God, produced; the ſenſitive Souls (I 
ſay) 81 all Brutes, are guided and go- 
verned by thoſe Inclinations or Inſtincis 
which God, the Author of Nature, 
has implanted in them for their own 
Prefervation ; which Inſtincts they have 
no Power in themſelves to curb or con- 
troul ; whatever they may ſometimes, 
by the Art of Man be taught to do; 
the rational Soul, which God himſelf 
has implanted in Man, is by him en- 
dowed with the fuperior Faculty of 
"yy Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, whereby he is enabled to act 
even contrary to any of his natural Incli- 
nations or 1nſtinis, whereyer he finds 
they would otherwiſe lead him into any 
Evil or Inconvenience. To this Rea- 
Jon, thus implanted in Man, we owe 
all the delightful and beneficial Arts and 
Sciences that, have been invented or 
found out. To this we owe whatever 
Order or Regularity is preſerved in the 
World ; more of which we might have 
amongſt us, if Men did not voluntarily 
give way to their Luſts and Paſſions to 
rebel againſt their Reaſon. To this we 
owe the Eſtabliſhments of all Civil So- 
cieties, without which War and Con- 
fuſion would every where break in upon 
us. And, laſtly, to this, under God, 
we owe Religion itſelf, whereby we are 
qualified for eyerlaſting Happineſs. 

or if Man were not firſt Rational, it 
is manifeſtly impoſſible that ever he 
ſhould be Religious. 


. 


I have thus long dwelt upon the Con- 
ſideration of Reaſon, to put you in 
Mind (of what, I fear, you are too 
apt to forget) that it is the moſt funda- 
mental Blęſſing which God has beſtow- 
ed upon us all; and : accordingly. to 
prompt you to be moſt thankful to him 

| | — 
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for-it, and always to make the beſt Uſe 
of it. I return now to the other Events 
recorded in the Scripture Hiftory, of 
which I think you ought to take very 
particular Notice. 

The ſhining Light, and the ſettled 
Order of the Sun, Moon, Planets, and 
Starsz from whence ariſes that Variety 
of Seaſons whereby the Comforts of 
Life are miniſtred to us: the Day for 
Labour, the Night for Reſt; and the 
ſeveral Times of the Year for the 
ſpringing up, ripening, and gathering 
in the Fruits of the Earth. 

The Dominion which God has. given 
unto Man over the other Creatures, 
(Gen. 1. 26.) by which the Lord of all 
Things .has made it lawful for. us to 
convert them to our own uſe, as we 
have occaſion for them, 

The Faculty of Sight, without which 
Light would be uſeleſs to us, and'our 
Lives rendred uncomfortable, in caſe 
they could otherwiſe be preſerved. _ 
| The Diſtinction of the two - Sexes, 
Male and Female, with their mutual 
Inclination each to the other; without 
which no living Creatures could be pro- 

agated, and the Earth, the Sea, and 
the Air, mult all be left deſolate, 1 
2 


ö 
The Creation, or Production, of the 
firſt Woman, who was to be the Mother 


all Men living, (Gen. iii. 20.) and the 
Inſtitution of” Marriage, (Gen. it. 24.) 


which is the firſt Foundation of all re- 


_ gular Society amongſt Mankind. 


The adapting the Structure of every 
bodily Creature to the ſeveral Places 
where they were to dwell. Men and 
"Beaſts of the Earth have Feet and o- 
ther Limbs proper for them: The Fi- 
ſhes have Fins, and the Birds Wings, 
whereby they make their way through 
the Sea and the Air; and all of every 
Sort are fitted to receive and digeſt the 
Nouttſhment prepared for them. 

Who can read the two firſt Chapters 
of the Book of Geneſis, without dwel- 
ling upon the Particulars of what I have 
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here briefly recounted, and crying out, 


O Lord, how manifold are thy Works ! 
in Wiſdom haſt thou made them all: The 
Zarib is full of thy Riches : ſo ts the 
great and wide Sea, &c. Pſal. civ. 24. 
Not at preſent to mention the Heavens, 
of which we have, as yet, but an im- 
perfect Knowledge. But to proceed. 
The placing of our firſt Parents in 
the Garden of Eden (not there to live 
idle and unemployed, but) to dreſs Kg 
| a 
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and to keep it. Gen, ii. 15: which ſhews 
that Man, even in the Time of his Inno- 
cence, was not made by God to be idle, 
and therefore ſurely ought much leſs 
now to be ſo, 

The cunning Artifice which the De- 
vil made uſe of (whether by the Means 
of a bodily Serpent, or whether he him 
ſelf lene. be meant by the Serpent, we 
need not now diſpute) to circumvent and 
ſeduce Eve, and by her Adam, Gen. 
ili. 1. Sc. This was "the firſt Device of 
Satan, whereby he got an Advantage of 
45, and ſhould make us always watch- 
ful againſt the many Snares which he 
daily lays for us, of which we are not 1 2 
norant. 2 Cor. ii. 11. 

If any Man ſhould demand, What 
c could move the Devil or his Angels 
« (who are all intelligent Beings) to 
<« tempt and ſeduce. Men from their O- 
e bedience to Godꝰ I will not here en- 
ter into a Digreſſion upon this Subject. 
It is enough to us to know that, by 
God's Permiſſion, it is ſo. How far 
Envy or obſtinate Malignity may pre- 
vail in a Fallen Angel, who by God's 
Juſtice is excluded from Mercy, we 
are not able to give a clear Account. 
Oe that God, for a T rial of our Faith 

and 


I 
and Obedience, permits Satan to tempt 
us: That if we reit the Devil, be will 
flee from us, Jam. iv. 7. But that, if we 


yield to him and become Children of 


Diſobedience, he will work in us, Eph. 
ii. 2. are Truths moſt manifeſtly ſet 


forth in Holy Scripture / and, I may fay, 


confirmed by Experience. Surely there- 
fore we ought to be moſt watchful a- 
gainſt him. | 

The Conſequences of the Tranſgreſ- 
ſion of our firſt Parents. Unto the 
Woman, Pain in bringing forth Chil- 
dren; unto all Men, Sorrow, Toil, 
and Trouble in labouring the Earth, 
Gen. iii. 16, Sc. the Corruption of 
our Nature, and the Introduction of Sin 
and Death into the World, Rom. v. 12. 

The great Degeneracy of Mankind, 
which by degrees came on after the Fall 


of Adam. For ſome time there were a 


few good Men among them ( Enoch 
particularly ought to be taken Notice 
of, Gen. v. 22.) but at laſt Wickedneſs 
ſo univerſally prevailed, that it provok- 
ed God to ſend a general Flood of Wa- 
ters upon the whole Earth, whereby all 
Creatures that drew Breath were deſtroy- 
ed, except thoſe which, in a miraculous 


the 


Manner, were preſerved with Noab in 
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the Ark, Gen. vi. and vii. The Remem- 
brance of this Flood was long preſerved 
among the ſucceeding Nations. 7 
e cannot too often put * in Mind 
e that God's governing a Neul y- created 
« World, for ſome Ages, after a very. 
« different Manner from what is now. 
ee ſettled and eſtabliſhed (and God on- 
« ly knows how long it may ſo conti- 
e nue) ought not to touch your Mind 
dec with any Degree of Incredulity. 
c Nor will it, if you duly conſider 
ce that to God all Things are poſſible, 
« This Confideration you ought to car- 
« ry in your Mind all along through 
ce the Scripture Hiſtory, until ſuch time 
« as we find by Experience that Mi- 
e racles are ceaſed.” But I go on. 

The preſumptuous and proud At- 
tempt of Men, (when after the Flood, 
they .were become numerous) to build 
the City or the Tower of Babel, Upon 
which God thought fit to confound their 
Language, and thereby laid them un- 
der a Neceſſity of diſperſing themſclves 
in ſeveral Colonies according to the dif- 
ferent Languages which they ſpoke. 
Which is a fair Account of the Origi- 
nal of the ſeveral Nations by which the 
Earth, in a few Ages, became peopled, 


and 
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and of the Variety of Language by 
them ſpoken ; altho* they were all de- 
rived from one common Stock, Read 
the tenth: and eleventh Chapters of the 
Book of Genes. 

The long Lives of the ancient Pa- 
triarchs before the Flood, and for ſome 
time after it: Whereby che Knowledge 
of the Creation of the World, and of 
the moſt remarkable TranſaQions that 
came to pals after it, might through a 

very few Hands be conveyed down 
from Adam to Noah, and from him to 
his Poſterity (which might be the 
Foundation of the Hiſtory written by 
Moſes, Altho* it cannot be doubted 
but that he, who converſed with God 
in fuch a Manner as -Moſes did, was 
divinely inſpired in all that he writ) 
the World had then been newly created; 
and we may well ſuppoſe was governed 
by God in a Manner ſomewhat diffe- 
rent from what it now is. Which you 
muſt not forget. 

The ſmall Beginning and Founda- 
tion (laid by Nimrod, Gen. x. 8. &c.) 
of the firſt great Monarchy that ever 
was upon the Earth ; which afterwards 
grew to a prodigious Bigneſs, and laſted 
for many Ages, tho' not without ſome 
Revolutions in it. The 
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The Calling of Abraham (Gen. xii, 
&c.) in the midſt of an idolatrous and 
ſinful World; that in him, his Family 
and Poſterity, the Knowledge of the 
true God and Religion might be preſer- 
ved and Kepe up. The Covenant which 


God was pleaſed to make with him, 
and the Token of it by Circumciſion. 
The Promiſes made to him, and the 
fulfilling of them to his Poſterity (not- 
withſtanding their frequent Rebellions 
againſt God.) The Circumſtances of his 
Life (where Melchizedeck may be taken 
Notice of, Gen. xiv. 18.) And his Obe- 
dience to God in all Things, even to 
the ſacrificing of his beloved Son Jaac 
if God had not prevented it. Amongſt 
other Things, his remarkable Conde- 
ſcenſion to his Nephew Lot, Gen. xiii, 8. 
may well be obſerved for our Imitation. . 
The dreadful Deſtruction of Sodom 
and its Neighbourhood, for their moſt 
abominable Wickedneſs; with Abraham's 
humble Expoſtulation with God, and 
God's gracious Anſwers touching that 
Matter, Gen, xvili. 17. &c. The dead Sea 
(as it is called) remains as a Monument 
of this juſt Judgment of God upon ſuch 
Sinners unto this Day. : 
The Lives of Iſaac and Jacob, with 
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God's good Providence.” in, bringing | 
Good out of Evil, by ſending Joſeph into 
Egypt, to deliver his Father and his Fa- 
mily, with many others, from the great 
Famine which, God thought fit to bring 
upon all that Country: Which occaſion- 
ed Jacob (then alſo called Hracl) wich his 
whole Family to remove into Egypt. Jo- 
ſepbꝰs ſtrictly upright Behaviour to his 
Maſter Potiphar, to his Maſter's wicked 
Wife, to the Keeper of the Priſon where- 
in, upon her falſe Accuſation, he was put, 
to Pharaoh King of Egypt, who advan- 
ced and entruſted him, and, laſt of all, 
to his Father and his Brethren; may well 
be an Example to all who ſuffer Wrong, 
and Affliction, to Children, Servants, 
and to Men in Power and Authority. 
Ina Word: Thegreat Increaſe of the 
People of J/rael in the Land of Et, 
notwithſtanding the inhuman Command 
of the King to deſtroy all their Male 
Children. The Preſervation of Mo/:, 
with his Education in the Egyptian 
Court. The bitter Slavery which the 
Iſraelites underwent in that Land, when 
Zeſeph their great Benefactor was forgot- 
ten. God's ſending Moſes and Aaron 
to deliver them, with the mighty Works 
which were wrought for that Purpoſe. 
| Their 
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Their Paſſage through the Red Sea under 
God's miraculous Conduct. God's giv- 
ing the Ten Commandments (which were 
the Foundation of God's whole Law) 
from Meunt Sinai, in ſuch an aſtoniſhing 
Manner. His adding ſo many ceremonial 
Obſervances to his Moral Law, whereby 
to keep his-own People 1/ael from grow- 
ing fond of the pompous Religion of the 
idolatrous Nations. The wandring of 
the People of 1/ael for forty Years in the 
Wilderneſs, and the Reaſon of it, with 
what fell out during that Time: Parti- 
cularly the dreadful Deſtruction of Korab, 
Dathan, and Abiram with their Accom- 
plices; the vain Attempt of Balaam the 
Soothſayer to curſe them, and the wicked 
Advice by him given to their Enemies to 
inveigle them by the Means of their Wo- 
men. The Food of Manna (never known 
before or ſince) given to them, until ſuch 
Time as they had the Corn of the Land 
to ſuſtain them. The rooting out of the 
Canaanites, and other Nations, for their 
Idolatry and great Immorality. The 
frequent Backflidings of the People of 
Iſrael from God; for which he- often 
gave them into the Hands of their Ene- 
mies, and, upon their'Repentance, a- 
gain delivered them by the Means of the 
. 22 ſeveral 
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ſeveral Judges whom he raiſed up to go- 
vern them, until the Days of Samue, 
The plaging of Sau to be King over them 
and the ſetting him aſide for his Difobe- 
dience. The Advancement of David ta 
the Throne, with all his warhke Actions. 
The peaceable Reign of his Son Solomon, 
with his building and conſecrating of the 
Temple at 7eru/alem. The Revolt of 
ten Tribes from Rebobaam the Son of 
Solomon, whereby the People were divi- 
ded into two Kingdoms, viz. that of 
rael, under Feroboam and other Kings 
that came after him, and that of Judah, 
which continued faithful to the Houſe of 
David. The wicked Policy of Zeroboam 
(imitated by all his Succefſors) to keep his 
People from going to Jeruſalem (where 
the Poſterity of David reigned) by ſetting 
up the golden Calves to be worſhipped 

at Dan and Bethel. The Continuance of 
theſe two Kingdoms for many Years, 
with all that came to paſs in them; par- 
ticularly the Prophets which God raiſed 
up in them both, to admoniſh them of 
their Idolatry and other Wickedneſs. 
The Conqueſt of the Kingdom of 1#ae! 
by Shalmaneſer King of Afſyria, with the 


Captivity of the ten Tribes: From ſome 
of whom who remained in the Country, 


and 
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and thoſe Heathens who were ſent to in”. 
habit there, ſprang up the People, who 
afterwards were called Samaritans, The 
Conqueſtof the K ingdom of Fudah (which 
ſubſiſted about one hundred and oy 
Years after that of Vrael) by Nebuchad- 
xezzar King of Babylon, with the Capti- 
vity of that People, which we commonly 
call the Babyloniſb Captivity, The Con- 
tinuance of this Captivity for ſeventy 
Years, with the remarkable Things 
which during that Time came to pals : 
Where what 1s recorded in the Book of 
Eſther deſerves a very particular Norice, 
The Return of the Jews (or of as many of 
them as would go) from this Captivity, 
with the rebuilding of the Temple and 
City of Terr/alem (notwithſtanding the 
many Difficulties they met with) and the 
Reeſtabliſhment of the Worſhip of God, 
and of civil Government amongſt that 
People. From which Time we have no 
Hiſtory put forth by any wes 57g Wri- 
ter, until we come to the New Teſta- 
ment Hiſtory, of which I have already ſpo- 
ken. But what is wanting of the 7ez/ 
Hiſtery may (ſufficiently for our Purpoſe) 
be gathered from the Books of the Mac- 
cabees and theWritings of Foſephus, which 
are tranſlated into Engh/ſo. | — 
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All theſe great Events (which I have 
only pointed at) together with many re- 
markable Incidents, which are inter- 
mixed with them, cannot but give eve 
Man of Underſtanding a high and awful 
Apprehenſion of God's Power and Pro- 
vidence in the Government of theWorld: 
And therefore ought to put every Man, 
who 1s capable of it, upon a diligent Stu- 
dy of the Scripture Hiſtory, in which theſe 
Things are at large ſet forth, 

Before I diſmiſs this Subject, I muſt 
obſerve that there is one Thing peculiar, 
I think, to Scripture Hiſtory (beſides the 
divine Inſpiration of the Writers, and 
the Teſtimony of Chriſt and his Apoſtles) 
which in a particular Manner recom- 
mends it to us; and it is this: That the 
Faults and Failings even of the beſt Men 
are not. therein concealed or palliated. 
When any Man collects the Hiſtory of 
Times paſt from other Writers; the ut- 
moſt he can do is to compare them one 
with another, and fram thence to collect 
what he takes to be moſt probable. But 
when Men write Original Hiſtories; they 
generally (I think I may ſay always) have 
ſome particular Perſons or Party in view, 
whom they manifeſtly deſign to favour ; 
and therefore endeavour to conceal their 

Faults 
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Faults, or give them ſome Turn for their 
Advantage. But the Scripture Hiſtory has 
plainly no Aim to advance the Reputa- 
tion of any Party or Perſon any farther 
than by telling the naked Truth, And 
therefore ſets forth not only their Excel- 
lencies and good Qualities, but their 
Faults and Failings alſo, without any A- 
pology for ſuch Things as are not to be 
excuſed, Thus, for Example, the Drun- 
kenntſs of Noab, the Diſſimulation of A. 
braham, in making his Wife to paſs for 
his Siſter, and the ſame of Iſaac, the Mur- 
murings and many Backſlidings of the 
People of Irael, the Unadviſedneſs of Mo- 
ſes, whereby he offended God, the ſeveral 
Sins of David, Solomon, and other great 
Men, St. Peter's denying of Chriſt, the 
ſharp Contention between Paul and Bar- 
nabas, and many other things which a 
partial Hiſtorian would have concealed or 
palliated, are plainly laid open to the 
view of every Reader; that we may not 
think more highly of any Man than what 
we ought to think, and that he, who think- 
eth he ftandeth, may be warned, by the 
Example of others, to /ake heed left be fall. 
This Imparliality ought to give great 
Credit to the Scripture Hiſtorians, even 
conſidering them only as Hiſtorians, and 
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abſtracting from the divine Inſpiration 
whereby they were aſſiſted, 

As you read the hiſtorical Part of the 
Bible (or indeed any other Hiſtory what- 
ever) be ſure you always take particular 
Norice of every Example, both good and 
evil, which you find there ſet forth; and 
above all of that of our Bleſſed Saviour 
himſelf. Good Example, it well attended 
to, is a great Incitement to Virtue and 
Piery. Take the Prophets for an Example, 
ſays St. James, Jam. v. 10. and he have 
beard of the Patience of Fob, v. 11. Cbriſt 
left us an Example, that we ſhould follow his 
Steps, ſays St. Peter, 1 Pet. 11.21. And 
every evil Example ought to raiſe in us a 
Deteſtation and Abhorrence of all Sin 
and Wickedneſs. Theſe Things were our 
Examples, to the intent tor ſbould not luſt 
after evil Things, as they alſo lu ted. Nei- 
ther be ye Idolaters, as were ſome of them.-- 
Neither let us commit Fornication, as ſome 
of them committed. Neither let as tempt 
Chriſt, as ſome of them alſo tempted. — Nei- 
ther murmur ye, as ſome of them alſo mur- 
mured. Now all theſe Things happened to 
them for Enſamples : and they are writteu 
fer our Admonition ; ſays St. Paul, 1 Cor. 
x. 6. &c. If in reading the Hely Scriptures, 
and other Books, Men would thus ſeri- 
: ** ouſly 
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ouſly reflect upon goad Examples, for their 
Imitation, and upon evil ones, for their 
Aborrence; their reading would be much 
more uſeful and profitable to them, than 
commonly now' it is, when it is done for 
little more than bare Knowledge or 
Speculation. 

I have dwelt the longer on this Subject, 
to let you ſee that the Study of Scripture 
Hiſtory (if ſcriouſly applied to) will be 
much more entertaining as well as uſeful 
to you, than the reading of Plays and 
Romances, or indeed of any other Hiſto- 
ries (thoꝰ they alſo may be read with Pro- 
fit) and much more ſo than the reading of 
Legends and the Lives of the Saints (or 
pretended Saints) which many of your 
Church are very fond of, notwithſtandin 
that they are ſtuff'd with moſt improba- 
ble and monſtrous Stories, for the Truth 
of which there isno manner of Voucher, 

It cannot but be a great Satisfaction to 
a ſober Chriſtian, to conſider the many 
Predictions, or Propbecies, that occur in 
Holy Scripture, and how exactly they have 
been fulfilled. This is a large Subject: 
But it has been ſo fully and clearly handled 
by Men of great Learning, that I need 
not much enlarge upon it. However, 
ſomething I ſhall fay, which I hope 
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will be to your Satisfaction. 

Some of theſe Propbecies (in which we 
are not much concerned) are indeed ob- 
ſcure, and made much more ſo by the un- 
reaſonable Cavils of Adverſaries. But o- 
thers of them are ſo clear, and have been 
ſo punctually accompliſhed, as may well 
aſſure us that all the reſt of them (if we 
underſtood them) are the ſame ; (I ſpeak 
not now of thoſe Prophecies contained in 


the Revelation of St. Jobn, ſome of which 


3 yet remain to be accompliſhed.) 
ſhall inſtance in two Prophecies that are 
ſo plain, and literally fulfilled, as to ad- 
mit of no Cavil or Exception. 

It is notorious, that the Book of the 
Prophet Danie! was written long before 
the Conqueſt made by Alexander the Great 
of the Kingdom of Perſia; and that this 
Book has all along (from that Time to 
this Day) been in the Hands of the Jews 
(wherever diſperſed) and reckoned as a 
Part of their Holy Scripture; and was from 
them received by the Chriſtian Church, 
among theOracles of God to them committed, 
Rom. iii. 2. All this (I ſay) is ſo-notori- 
ous, that he who denies it may as well de- 


ny every other Thing which he himſelf 


has not ſeen, 


Now in this Book of Daniel, chap. viii. 
| 1, &c. 
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1, &c. the Conqueſt which be King of 
Grecia (Who was Alexander) afterwards 
made of Media and Perſia, the Diviſion 
of his Kingdom, after his Death, and ma- 
ny other Things that followed, are ſo 
plainly and literally foretold, that Porphy- 
ry, the great Heathen Philoſopher, could 
find no other Way of avoiding the Evi- 
dence, but by boldly denying what never 
before had been ſo much as queſtioned ; 
and affirming, (without any otherGround 
but his own Aſſurance) that this Book was 
written after all theſe Events, therein 
foretold, had actually come to paſs. But 
if Confidence 15 to be taken for Evidence; 
let a Man be but impudent enough, and 
he may deny or affirm what he pleaſes. 

The other Prophecy, which I ſhall 
mention, is that of our Bleſſed Saviour con- 
cerning the Ruin and Deſtruction of the 
City and Temple of Zeru/alem, with the 
Calamities which ſoon were ro befal the 
7ewws for their Wickedneſs, recorded in 
three of the four Goſpels; the laſt of which 
three (written by St. Luke) is known to 
have been publiſh*d about fourteen Years 
before the Event came to paſs, and the o- 
ther two (by St. Matthew and St. Mark) 
one of them at leaſt fifteen, and the o- 


ther about twelve Years before that. 
| C 6 What 
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What Our Saviour foretold, concern- 
ing this dreadful Event, was with this 
moſt remarkable Addition, Mis Genera- 
tion ſhall not paſs, till all theſe things be ful. 
filled. Mat. xxiv. 34. Mark xin. 30. Luke 
xxi. 32. And accordingly, within about 
thirty ſeven Vears after the Prediction, 
all that was foretold was fulfilled; as we 
have an Account of it in the moſt un- 
doubted Hiſtories of that Time. 

I might here add many other Prophe- 
cies, recorded in Scripture, which have 
literally and exactly been fulfilled. But 
theſe two moſt remarkable ones are, at 

reſent, enough to ſhew that undoubted- 
ly there was a Prophetick Spirit (which can 
only be from God) in the Sacred Writers. 

But the Prophecies, which we Chriftians 
ought to have the greateſt Regard to, are 
thoſe concerning the Meſſiab or Chriſt , 
which have been ſet in a moſt clear and 
convincing Light by many of our learn- 
ed Divines, to whom I might refer you. 
However; that I may not here ſeem 
lightly to paſs over a Point of ſuch high 
Importance, TI ſhall crave your Patience 
whiiſt 1 lay before you a Tranſcript of 
what I iormerly have briefly written up- 
on this Subject; which 1 think may, 
without any great Depth of Learning, 
give 
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give Satisfaction touching it to a ſober 
al rational Man. 
% That, the whole Body of the Jewiſh 
« Nation have, for Naeh theſe ſeven- 
te teen hundred Vears paſt, bcen in con- 
« ſtant Expectation af the Appearance 
« of, an exraordinary Perſon, to be ſent 
by God into the World. under the Li- 
6c tle of Cbriſi or the Meſſiah, is what 
they themſelves own, and no Man does 
« or can deny: And this very Expeftati- 
« on ſufficiently ſhews that ſome Predifti- 
« ons or Prophecies (whether true or falſe) 
« there have been, that ſuch a Perſon 
« as to come. For if no one had ever 
e pretended to forete] any ſuch Thing. 
what could poſſibly raiſe ſuch an uni- 
« verſal Imagination in fuch a vaſt Mul- 
« titude of People? It is not now my De- 
e ſign to enter into a particular Exami- 
„ nation of all theſe Prophecies: But if all 
« the moſt eminent and remarkable ones 
&« of them are clearly and conſpicuouſly 
&« fulfilled in the Perſon of our bleſſed 
L Lord and Saviour Jeſus, and there is 
© not ſo much as one of thoſe ancient 
« Predictions, that was ever by the Jeu 
e themſclves interpreted of the Mefhab, 
but what is fairly fulfilled and accom- 
by * in Him: This will, at the ſame 


ee time, 


4 
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« time, ſhew that theſe were real Prophe. 
« ces, and not Figments, and that Je, 
«« Chriſt, whom we own and receive, is 
«really and truly the Perſon propheſied 
«of: And ſince it is allowed on all hands, 
« that none but God can foretel ſuch 
« Thingsasare in themſelves contingent, 
« at any conſiderable Diſtance of Time 
« before they come to paſs; the Conſe- 
«- quence muſt be, that Zefus is the Me/- 
« fab, whom God did long ſince pro- 
«© miſe to ſend into the World; and con- 
« ſequently that the Doctrine and Reli- 
« gion which he taught is from God 
« himſelf. | er 

« Now the moſt remarkable Propbe- 
« cies, or ſome of them at leaſt, of anci- 
«ent, Record in the Old Teftament, and 


« generally underſtood to be meant of the 


40 Meli ab, are theſe; That he ſhould be 
« the Seed of the Woman ;, That he ſhould 
«< bruiſe the Serpent's Head, and have his 
« Feel bruiſed by him ; Gen. 11. 15. That 
«« he ſhould be the Seed of Abraham, and 
© that in him all the Nations of the Earth 
« ſhould be bleſſed; Gen. xxii. 18. That 
« the Sceptre ſhould not depart from Judab, 
« zor a Lawgiver from between bis Feet, 
* until be ſhould come; And that unto him 
« fbould the Gathering of the People * 3 

e 
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« Gen. xlix. 10, That he ſhould be & 
« Prophet like unto Moſes, raiſed up among 
« the People to ſpeak the Words that God 
« ſhould put into bis Mouth; andwhoſoever 
« of the People of Iſrael ſhould not hearken 
« to bis Words, God would require it of 
« zbem; Deut. xviii. 18, 19. That he 
« ſhould be from the Reo? of Jeſſe (who 
« was the Father of King David.) That 
« he ſhould ſtand for an Enſign of the Peo- 
ple, to which the Gentiles ſhould ſeek : And 
« that his Reſt ſhould be glorious; If. xi. 10. 
«© That the Government ſhould be upon bis 
« Shoulders ; That his Name ſhould be cal- 
&« led Wonderful, Counſeller, the Mighty 
« God, the Everlaſting Father, the Prince 
« of Peace; Of the Increaſe of whoſe Go- 
«© vernment and Peace there ſhould be no 
End; Upon the Thron? of David, and up- 
en his Kingdom, to order it, and to eſtabliſh 
eit with Judgment, and with Juſtice, from 
« benceforth even for ever; If. ix. 6, 7. 
© That he ſhould be conceived and born of 
% Virgin, and called Immanuel, (which 
ce ſignifies God with us) I, vii. 14. Mat. 
«1.23. That he ſhould be deſpiſed and 
« rejetted of Men; A Man of Sorrows, and 
© acquainted with Grief, That he ſhould 
hear our Griefs, and carry our Sorrows, 
* be wounded for our Tranſgreſſions; And 
that 


„ 
& that with his Stripes abe ſhould be healed, 
The Lord laying an him the Iniguity of 
6 115 a; If. lin. 2, dc. with more to this 
40 Parpoſe i in the ſame Chapter. That he 
e ſhould come within a certain Number 
« of Years, foretold by the Prophet Da- 
« niel, (Dan. ix. 24, &c.) and be cut 
&« but not for himſelf : After which the 
«ty and the Sanctuary ſhould be 777 de 
ce and the Sarrifice aud Oblation ſhould 
c ceaſe, Theſe, I ſay, (with divers o- 
ce thersthat may be reckoned up) are re- 
«« markable Prophecizs concerning the 
« Meſſiah, recorded in the Old Teſtament, 
many Centuries of Years before our 
« Blefled Saviour's Appearance in this 
e World. To which alio may be added a 
ce great Number of other Paſſages, which 
e by the eus themſelves have always 
« been look*d upon as pointing, ſome of 
« them prophetically and others typically, 
8 repreſentatively] to the ſame Perſon: 
« Infomuch that, to this very Day, there 
«« is no Opinion that more ſtrongly pol- 
ſeſſes the Minds of all that People than 
de this, That the Meſiab, whom God 
« long ſince promiſed, and whom The; 
e ſuppoſe not yet to be come, ſhall in 


due Time come and appear in the 
World. 


«© Now 


PF 
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Now whatever Difficulties may ſeem 

c toartſe in the Interpretation of all, or 
« any of theſe, either Typical or Propbe- 
« tical Paſſages; there is one very fair 
e and reaſonable Key to be made uſe of, 
e which immediately opens and ſolve 
« them all; which is that the Kingdom 
* of the Metab, to which God requires 
te all Mankind to be ſubject, is not a tem- 
e poral, but a ſpiritual Kingdom ; Joh, 
« xvi1, 36. And therefore that all ſuch 
« Paſſages as relate to Him, and are not 
capable of a literal Interpretation, are 
eto be underſtood in a ſpiritual Senſe, 
Let us take, I ſay, but this one ea ſy and 
<« rational Suppoſition with us, and the 
e whole Syſtem of Types and Prophecies 
te that occur in the Old TeFament, con- 
ce cerning the Męſiab, will eaſily and fair- 
« ly be cleared up by it. | 
e Thus, for Example, altho' in a ſtrict 

© and literal Senſe it cannot be ſaid that 
tour bleſſed Saviour ſatè upon the Throne 
&« of David, and upon bis Kingdom to order 
it: If, ix. 7. Becauſe he was no tempo- 
« ral Prince, as the other in his Time 
te had been; Yet it is a ſufficient fulfil- 
ling of this Part of that Prophecy, that 
* he, who in his Human Nature was 
bath the legal and natural Son of = 
. «Kqy 5 
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„vid, was appointed as a ſpiritual King 
for ever to rule over the People of 
God. Thus alſo, tho? literally he might 
<< be called the Seed of the. Woman; Gen. 
iii. 15. becauſe he was conceived and 
** born of a pure virgo yet his, bruiſing 
be Serpent*s Head, and the Serpent's 
* hruiſing his Heel is myſtically [or ſpiri- 
* tually] to be underſtood of bis deſtroy- 
ing the Works of the Devil: 1 Joh. iii. 8. 
and of the Sufferings and Temptations 
** wherewith the Devil aſſaulted him, 
* and continues to do the like more or 
*© Teſs, to all Chriſtians, who are the 
* Members of his myſtical Body e 
* Church, And. after the ſame Manner 
* all other the like Difficulties, that any 
*© Way occur in the Prophecies concern · 
* ing the Metab, may, I. think, moſt 
*ealily and fairly be ſolved; as will 
* abundantly-appear to every one, who 
* ſeriouſly and impartially compares 
e them all, with the Hiſtory of our bleſ- 
© ſed Saviour's Conception, Birth, Life, 
Death, Reſurrection, and Aſcenſionin- 
* to Heaven, together with the Deſcent 
<< of the Holy Ghoſt upon his Apoſtles 
*and Diſciples, and the conſequent 
«© Propagation of the Goſpel throughout 
Fall. the known Parts of the World. 
174; aha * I need 


* * 
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«« ] need not therefore ſo far enlarge 
« this Diſcourſe, as to go through the 
«« Particulars of theſe Types and Propbe- 
« cies, and to ſhew how that very many 
of them are literally, the reſt of them 
« ſpiritually, and all of them fairly and 
«* rationally accompliſhed in our bleſſed 
« Lord and Saviour Jeſus: Bit taking 
„ the Sum of the Argument together, 
] think it muſt have very great Force 
« upon all unprejudiced Minds, if we 
thus put it into Form. 

„A great Number of Types, Prefigu- 
* rations, and Prophecies, in ſeveral and 
« diſtant Ages, ſome of them very plain, 
and all of them ſo pointing one Way, 
© as to beget in the whole Nation of the 
Jeu an Expectation of the coming of 
« a Meſſiab; And laſtly, all of them, in 
e due Time, fairly and coherently fulfil- 
ce led in one and the ſame Perſon; all 
« this, I ſay, could be the Effect of no 
* other Wiſdom or Foreſight but that 
*« of Cod; and conſequently the Perſon, 
tin whom all theſe were fulfilled, ought 
eto be look*d upon as that very Meſſi- 
h, who was promiſed, and according- 
« ly ſent by God into the World. 

« But all this is come to paſs in the 
« Perſon of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour. 
„ Teſus, e There- 


— 


. 
Therefore he is the Metab or Chriſt, 
«« who was promiſed, and accordingly 
e ſent into the World by God. And 
„if thus much is once granted; the 
* Conſequence wilt not be denied, that 
*« therefore that Religion which was 
taught by him in Perſon, and after- 
« wards by thoſe who were commiſſion- 
«ed by him, is to be look'd upon as 
coming from God, and of divine 
Authority.“ | 
Some ſmall Part of the Old Tetament 
(ſmall, I ſay, if compared with the whole) 
is taken up in giving an Account of the 
ceremonial and judicial Obſervances, which 
God had preſcribed to the People of I/ 
ral, and to them alone, Concerning 
theſe Things we need not be ſollicitous, 
becauſe, under the Ge/pel, we are all ſet 
free from the Obligation of them. But 
yet we ſhould not be wholly Strangers 
to thoſe Places of the Bible which treat 
of them: Partly becauſe there are Mat- 
ters of Piety and Morality interſperſed 
with them, and partly to dc us 


thankful to God, that he has been gra- 

ctouſly pleaſed to deliver the Chriſtian 
Church from ſo heavy a Burthen. 

Beſides the Precepts of Virtue and Pie- 

ty the Obſervation of all which is necef- 

Þ Yao ſary 
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fary to our eternal Happineſs; there are 
many Rules of moral! Prudence, by keep- 
ing cloſe to which the Life of Man may 
be made more eaſy and comfortable in 
this uncertain World. Theſeyou marz ga» 
ther from many Places of the Hely Scrip- 
ture. Particularly read the Books of the 
Proverbs and Eccleſiaſtes (but read them 
with Attention) and there you will find 
them collected, with many other Things 
that lead to the moſt exalted Piery and 
Virtue. Add to theſe the Book of Ec- 
clefiaſticus (but read it alſo with Attenti- 
on) and there you will find theſe Rules 
farther explained and inculcated, 

Divine Poetry, or pious and exalted 
Senſe conceived in proper Words and a 
poetick Style, (tho? perhaps not ſtrictly 
in Verſe) is of great Efficacy to raiſe the 
Mind of a Devout Man to the Contem- 
plation of God, his Attributes, Laws, 
and Providence ; which, to ſuch a Man, 
is a.moſt rational, delightful, and in- 
ſtructive Exerciſe; and every Way fit 
for a religious and good Man. Read the 
Book of P/alms, the Book of Job, the ſe- 
veral Hymns (or Songs, as they are called) 
in ſeveral Parts of the Scripture, and the 
exalted Strains that are to be found in J- 
ſaiab and others of the Prophets, (but 


read 
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read them witha devout Mind) and there 
you will find ſuch a Treaſure of theſe 
divine Contemplations, as cannot but 
warm you, and ſtir you up to every Thing 
that is good, virtuous and pious. 

To conclude; if, by conſtant and at- 
tentive Reading and Meditation, you 
render the Holy Scriptures familiar to you; 
in them you will find ſuch a Number of 
Paſſages Hiſtorical, Prophetical, Mo- 
ral, Political, Poetical, Oratorical, Li- 
teral, and Parabolical; as will ev 
Day render the Study of them more and 
more both delightful and uſeful to you. 
It was aptly ſaid by one of the Ancients, 
The Holy Scriptures are an Ocean, where- 
in the Mouſe may-wade, and the Elepbant 
ſwim with Pleaſure and Profit. 

The Importance of the Subject, which 
J have choſen, has carried me out into 
a greater Length than at firſt I intend- 
ed. However I cannot make an end, 
without adding a Word of Advice 


touching the right Manner of ſtudying 
the Holy Scriptures. 


Some there are, who lay themſelves 


under an Obligation daily to read ſuch a 
Number of P/alms aud Chapters of the 
Bible; for which J am far from blamin 
them. But what I complain of is, That 
they 


(7) 
they look upon this as a Taſt, and 
therefore often make too much haſte to 
fulfil it; which makes them read with 
little Attention, and conſequently with 
little Benefit to themſelves. 

Whenever you fer yourſelf to ſuch 
Reading (as I hope you conſtantly will 
do) firſt, recollect your Thoughts, and 
conſider what it is that you are going to 
do, and for what End and Purpoſe it 
is or ought to be. It ought not to be 
barely to furniſh you with Matter for 
Diſcourſe (which is the Caſe of too ma- 
ny) but to make you become wiſer and 
better; or elſe all your reading will be 
of ſmall Value. 


In the next Place; lift up your Heart 


to God ( From whom every good and per- 


ſelt Gift cometh, Jam. 1. 15.) and be- 
ſeech him to enlighten. your Mind, that 
you may underſtand as much of his Ho- 
ly Word, as may be for your Soul's Be- 
nem.” + 

And laſtly ; dwell moſt upon thoſe 
Places which are plain (of which there 
are a Multitude) that if well attended 
to, will teach you every Thing to be 
believed and done, in order to your e- 
ternal Salvation, which you always 
ought to have in View. 


I will 


— 


"1 will now add. no more: But be. | 
ferchipg God that what 1 have written 
may be of real Benefit to You, 1 eve- 


fy Man who reads M. 
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